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FRIM’s rare orchid book wins award

KUALA LUMPUR: After 76
years of serving the country,
its people and the academic
world, the" Forest Researchs
Institute Malaysia (FRIM)
shows few signs of slowing
down. Instead, the institute
is racing ahead with one
achievement after’ another
under its belt.

Its . latest achievement
was in April, when it bagged
yet another international
award - the Islamic
Development Bank (IDB)

published 99 books and
successfully commer-
cialised 27 products.

A rebranding exercise
has also helped strengthen
the institution, earning it 77
national awards and 62
international ones within
the span of five years from
2006 to 2011.

“Most recently, a book
by FRIM won the National

Book Award under the cate-
gory for the Best Technical
Book, in conjunction with

colourful photos, and one

on new species that are also
on the list of threatened
species of orchids,” he
added.

Meanwhile, the chapter
on scientific research and
con'servation provides read-
ers with a rare insight into
the challenges faced by
botanists in carrying out
their work.

- “The book covers about
450 species of wild orchids
found ~ in  Peninsular

Although scientists con-
sider this a large figure, the
real number may be even
higher. The writer estimates
that there may be up to
1,000 wild orchid species in
the peninsula, given the fact
that more species are being
discovered every day
through scientific explo-
ration and lab research.

Malaysians play a very
important role in the con-
servation of wild orchids in
the country and the protec-
tion of their habitats.

le‘éllv;?jinﬁl)(lil;?tin:{nllj rgﬁ”c/l}"l:laf the 'International Book Malaysia, including new dis- Scientists believe that the

. h Sei 2 < d Conference held recently, 7 coveries regarding their h le has b

n~ the clence . and - marked Dr Abd Latif. diversity, habitats and sexu- . oman roie .asl become

Technology category. ERIM had received the al habits. It also briefly dis- even more crltlcaf }fcaqu
The gward was n recog- cusses scientific research Some 20 per cent of the wi
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same award two years ago
for its book entitled “FRIM
Tapak Warisan Semulajadi
Negara” (FRIM: A National

and conservation issues for
orchids growing outside
their original habitats,”

orchid species in Peninsular
Malaysia are endemic to the
region, meaning that they

socio-economic develop- 4 . : cannot be found anywhere
ment of IDB countries. He?ltligeliz)t' offering by nOtSec(iielljlrtétb;dgfttiﬁate that else.
FRIM is the fifth FRIM is a coffee table ook there are oves350,000 flow- The coffee table book

Malaysian institution to
receive the IDB award since
the award was first given
out in 2002. This year, the
IDB award was also con-
ferred upon the governor of

entitled “Wild Orchids of
Peninsular Malaysia” by
four FRIM reseafchers: Ong
Poh Teck, Peter O’'Byrne,
Wendy Yong and Dr Saw

ering species of plants in the
world, and about 10 per
cent of these are orchids.
The orchid - or
Orchidaceae - family is the

also reveals another inter-
esting fact: orchids are able
to adapt to different habi-
tats such as different
heights, humidity levels and
virgin as well as disturbed

. biggest flowering plant .
Bank Negara Malaysia Tan Leng Guan. . . Farns environments.
Sti Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz for . 'he book is comprehen® family - and _shows the If one were to explore the

her contribution to Islamic
Banking and Finance.

For FRIM, the award is
merely one of the many
accolades it has received in
the forestry sector, particu-
larly in the fields of forest
science and biotechnology
as well as forest and envi-
ronmental biodiversity.

sively packed with photos
and brief descriptions of
hundreds of species of wild
orchids found in the coun-
try, which are currently
threatened by extinction.

+ The book is part of
FRIM’s: documentation
project on the “Flora of
Peninsular -Malaysia,”

largest diversity, compris-
ing at least 22,500 unique
species that have been iden-
tified and named so far.
Orchids are the most suc-
cessful plants in terms of
survival as they are found
everywhere in the world
apart from Antarctica,
although they do have a cli-

Montane or mossy forests
like Gunung Irau in the
Cameron Highlands, one
may come across a mysteri-
ous type of orchid.

Several species of such
orchids, which have been
classified under the genus
Corybas, are special and
unique because they have a

According to FRIM’s which hass been underway g?ggv?::rﬁiieeiig for tropi- high percentage of
Director-General Datuk Dr Sice 2005. Even though‘v, orchids endemicity.

Abd Latif Mohmod, the

“The book discusses, in a
concise manner, the future

grow in diverse environ-

This species is also very

institute owes its success to . wyp7i local in nature - which
the hard work put in by its of and threats to wild mer;t;c,i the beOI( : W111d means that it grows only
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involved; and the roles of Maiay revea because ‘its seeds cannot

opment (R&D) and to suc-
cessful commercialisation.
He also attributed the
success to the public shar-
ing of R&D and technology-
related studies through the
publication of scientific and
non-scientific articles.
FRIM has published 411
research articles in the last
five years. In addition, it has

nurseries, laboratories and
FRIM research in the sur-
vival of wild orchids,” Dr
Abd Latif explained.

More interestingly, the
book introduces new topics
on orchids that have not
been addressed by similar
books so far.

“This includes a chapter
on pollination, with rare

Southeast Asia is home to

the largest number of
orchid species in the world,
at over 10,000 species.

In fact, Malaysia has a
very important role to play
in the survival of the flora,
as the Malaysian Peninsula
has been found to contain
905 species from 143 gen-
era of wild orchids.

travel far and because it is-
very sensitive to environ-
mental changes.

This unique plant grows
from tuber roots located on
the forest floor and bears
only a single flower growing
from a leaf.

The orchid is known as
the “helmet orchid” due to
its appearance. Its leaf,

Powered by: MediaBanc
.

Be informed




Headline FRIMs rare orchid book wins award

MediaTitle Daily Express (KK)

Date 19 May 2012 Color Full Color
Section Nation Circulation 30,557
Page No 10 Readership 97,836
Language English ArticleSize 675 cm?
Journalist N/A AdValue RM 3,477
Frequency Daily (EM) PR Value RM 10,431

meanwhile, is heart-shaped
and grows to around two
centimetres in height.

Scientists are worried
that the plant’s sensitivity
to locality and habitat has
made the conservation of
the species rather difficult.

Unfortunately, the
species is also susceptible to
the threat of global warm-
ing, which has been affect-
ing weather patterns in the
Malaysian Highlands.

In any case, the award-
winning coffee table book
symbolises the hard work of
all of its four authors and
FRIM’s research team.

Although the book was
initially intended as a limit-
ed edition publication,
demands for copies of the
book exceeded all expecta-
tions, and reprints are now
on the way.

Those interested in
obtaining a copy can con-
tact Norhara Hussein, the
head of FRIM’s Publishing
Unit, at 03-62797482 or
send an e-mail to
norhara@frim.gov.my. -
Bernama

FRIM head Dr Abd Latif Mohmod (right) pose with Bank Negara Governor
Tan Sri Dv Zeti Akhtar Aziz and other officials after winning the international award.

One of the
905 species
of wild
orchids that
can be found
in West
Malaysia.
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